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Russia since July 26 and which had already been ordered
in France.38
While Bethmann thus succeeded in holding back the
military authorities from any decisive and irreparable step,
he made a number of important .diplomatic moves on July
29, some with a view to averting war, others with a view
to securing advantages if war proved inevitable.
Shortly after noon he sent his warning through Pour-
tales to Sazonov, that "further continuance of Russian
mobilization measures would force us to mobilize." Later,
at 6:30 RM., after the arrival of the announced decision
of Russian partial mobilization, the Kaiser sent the second
telegram to the-Tsar which led the.latter to cancel the order
for general mobilization which was on the point of being
dispatched over the wires. These two efforts to deter
Russia from the fatal step of ordering mobilization have
been discussed in the preceding chapter.
On returning from Potsdam to Berlin, and finding still
no answer from Vienna to his "pledge plan," Bethmann
telegraphed to Tschirschky in order to secure confirmation
of its arrival and an immediate reply,39
Then he sent for the British Ambassador to secure cer-
tainty on a question which had been very much discussed
at Potsdam, and was of the greatest importance to Germany
in case of a possible European War—the question of British
neutrality. Bethmann had been optimistically hoping for
this. He had therefore been anxious to avoid all measures
which might antagonize England. On July 25 and 26 he
had telegraphed to the Kaiser at sea, advising that the
German fleet remain quietly away in Norwegian waters, in-*
asmuch as reports from London indicated that the dispersal
38 Investigating Commission, II, 8-11; Moatgelas, in KSF, V, 1206-
1214, Dec,, 1927; and above, ch. vi. the section on the Russian "Period
Preparatory to War."
30 Bethmann to Tschirschky, July 29, 10:18 and 10:30 P.M.; KD-,
377 and note.

